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Introduction to our speakers: Day 1 
 
Prof Bernd Siebenhüner, University of Oldenburg, Germany 
 
(Welcome address: Day 1) 
 
Dr. Bernd Siebenhüner is Professor of Ecological Economics at Carl von 
Ossietzky University of Oldenburg, Germany and the director of the Master’s 
programme Sustainability Economics and Management. After earning 
degrees in economics and political science from the Freie Universität Berlin 
and a Ph.D. from the University of Halle-Wittenberg, he held positions at the 
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK), Harvard University, and 
the Nelson Mandela University. His research has been published in numerous 
books and journal papers. He served in the Scientific Steering Committee of 
the Earth System Governance Project from 2008-2014 and headed numerous 
research projects in the fields of social learning, international organizations, 
global environmental governance, corporate sustainability strategies, climate 
adaptation, biodiversity governance, and the role of science in global 
environmental governance. 
 
 

Prof Klaus Eisenack (Humboldt University Berlin, Germany) 
 
(Keynote speaker: Day 1) 
 
Klaus Eisenack is professor for resource economics at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. His research focuses 
on adaptation to climate change, climate governance, and the energy transition, with game theory, modelling 
of institutional arrangements, and comparative approaches (in particular archetype analysis) being methods 
of choice. He is active in public understanding of science (for instance with the climate change game Keep 
Cool). 
 
 

Dr Robbert Biesbroek (Wageningen University, Netherlands) 
 
(Keynote speaker: Day 1) 
 

Dr. Robbert Biesbroek is Associate Professor at the Public Administration 
and Policy group, Wageningen University, the Netherlands. His research 
focusses on how governments deal with the governance challenges that 
crosscutting policy problems create, particularly around climate change 
adaptation. He has published extensively on this topic and was awarded a 
NWO-VENI in 2017. He is Coordinating Lead Author for the recently 
launched IPCC Working Group 2 Sixth Assessment Report, Chapter 13: 
Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability in Europe.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Examining the adaptation gap through the lens of lock-ins 
 
(Chair: Dr Nicolas Jager, University of Oldenburg, Germany) 
 

Dr Meghan Alexander (University of East Anglia, UK) 
 
Dr Meghan Alexander is a Senior Research Associate in climate change adaptation within the School of 
Politics at the University of East Anglia and is affiliated with the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research. 
As an environmental-political geographer, Meghan's research examines matters of governance and policy, 
and corresponding implications for societal resilience, well-being and social justice in the Global North. As 
part of the Adapt Lock-in project, Meghan has investigated the prominent barriers, mechanisms and self-
reinforcing pathways through which lock-in dynamics are created and sustained in key problem domains, and 
the corresponding implications for advancing climate change adaptation. 
 

Prof Tiffany Morrison (The ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, James 
Cook University, Australia)  

 
Professor Tiffany Morrison is a leader of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral 
Reefs Studies’ People and Ecosystems Program. Her research combines 
geography, public administration, political science and ecology to improve the 
governance of complex environmental problems. Tiffany received her PhD in 2004 
from The University of Queensland, supported by a Land and Water Australia 
scholarship and a visiting fellowship at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA. 
From 2004-2008 she taught in the Master of Public Administration program in the 
School of Political and International Studies at Flinders University. During that time, 
she was awarded a visiting Fellowship at the University of Kyoto Disaster 
Prevention Institute, Japan. In 2008, Tiffany joined the School of Geography, 
Planning and Environmental Management at The University of Queensland where 
she co-led an interdisciplinary team of ecologists, geographers, planners, 
economists and lawyers working on an ARC Super Science funded program of 
research on sea level rise. Since joining the ARC Centre in 2015, Morrison has 

designed, directed and delivered a major international research program on the governance of large-scale 
marine systems, in collaboration with partners in the Pacific and Australia. Tiffany serves on the Editorial 
Boards of Global Environmental Change, Earth System Governance and Climate Action and her recent 
studies of governance solutions for tropical ecosystems have been published in Nature, PNAS, and Nature 
Sustainability. 
 

Prof Frans Berkhout (King’s College London, UK) 
 
Frans Berkhout is Professor of Environment, Society and Climate in the 
Department of Geography at King’s College London. From 2015 until 2021 he 
was Executive Dean of the Faculty of Social Science & Public Policy at King’s. 
He has previously held academic and leadership positions at Princeton 
University (US), the University of Sussex (UK) and the Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam (NL). He holds a Geography BSc from the University of Leeds and a 
DPhil in Science & Technology Policy Studies from the University of Sussex. 
 
Among other advisory roles, Professor Berkhout was a lead author in two 
Assessment Reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC 
AR4, 2007 and AR5, 2014) and a member of the 2014 Research Excellence 
Framework (REF) of the UK Higher Education Funding Council for England 
(HEFCE). He is current chair of UK Future Earth, a joint committee of four UK 
scientific academies which supports integrated research and action on global 



 
 

 
 

 
 

sustainability. His early research was concerned with the economic, political and security aspects of 
radioactive waste and nuclear weapons materials. Over the past 25 years, his work has been concerned with 
science, technology, policy and the environment, with a focus on sustainable innovation and climate change. 
His main academic contributions have been to the understanding of innovation in socio-technical systems 
and adaptation to climate change impacts. He currently sits on the editorial boards of Journal of Industrial 
Ecology, Current Opinion on Environmental Sustainability, Journal of Environmental Innovation and Societal 
Transitions, Journal of Environmental Policy & Planning and The Anthropocene Review. 
 
 

Adapting our coastlines - barriers, lock-in dynamics and opportunities for  
transformative change  
 
(Chair: Dr Meghan Alexander, University of East Anglia, UK) 
 

Karen Thomas (Head of Coastal Partnership East) 
 

Having gained a degree in Ocean Science and a Masters in Marine Geophysics 
and Geotechnics at Bangor University, Karen began her career in marine survey 
both inshore for Admiralty chart mapping and offshore for oil and gas exploration. 
She joined the Environment Agency in Ipswich in 1999 as a Coastal Officer and 
held a range of coastal roles including working for the National Capital Project 
Management Service and National Making Space for Water Policy team. Karen 
has worked on large coastal developments such as London Gateway and 
Bathside Bay, developed estuarine flood risk strategies, and delivered and 
reviewed Shoreline Management Plans. She managed the Abbots Hall managed 
realignment project and led the UK element of the EU-funded ComCoast project 
to explore adaptive coastal management with EU partners. She was also the 
Suffolk Flood Ambassador during the 2013 East Coast Tidal Surge supporting 
those most affected by flooding and has always worked hard to support local 

communities at flood and coastal risk.  In 2015 she joined the Water Management Alliance where she 
supported the Internal Drainage Boards and their landowners and estuarine communities in developing 
community-led approaches to flood risk management schemes at an estuary and catchment scale.  
 
In June 2019 Karen joined Coastal Partnership East as Head of Coastal Management. In her current role 
she manages a multi-skilled team of amazing coastal experts across three coastal local authorities with the 
following vision: Through collaborative and innovative coastal risk management - we will enable options for 
people, economies and the environment to transition to a climate resilient coast. She and the team are striving 
to build this vision into the upcoming - Coastal Transition Programme one of 25 projects nationally-funded by 
Defra’s Flood and Coast Resilience Innovation Programme. Karen is also leads work in the LGA Coastal SIG 
Adaptation Working Group, tackling adaptation issues and supporting EA national strategy delivery and was 
presented with a Woman in FCERM award in 2021 through the National EA Flood and Coast Excellence 
awards. 
 
 

Lowri Norrington-Davies (Senior Policy Manager – Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk 
Management, Welsh Government) 
 
Lowri has held a wide variety of roles, in the Welsh Government since returning to UK in 2006. She joined 
the Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management branch in 2019, as a complete novice to Flood Policy. Since 
that date her feet have not touched the ground and has really had to adapt to change. Lowri is passionate 
about the plight of communities affected by climate change and the impacts this may have on future 
generations.  Lowri strongly believes we need to stop putting on a sticking plaster and work towards longer, 
innovative, well thought out inventions to support future generations, life is about adapting to change. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dr Lisanne Groen (Open University of the Netherlands) 
 
Dr Lisanne Groen is a postdoctoral researcher at the Open University of the 
Netherlands, where she conducts research for the ‘Adapt Lock-in’ project on (Dutch) 
climate change adaptation policy and she teaches a course on environmental policy. 
She completed her PhD in political science – on the European Union’s performance 
over time in the international negotiations on climate change and biodiversity – at the 
Institute for European Studies of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel in 2016. After her PhD 
she pursued her first postdoc at the United Nations University Institute for the 
Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS) in Tokyo, Japan (2016-18), on low-carbon 
technology transfer from developed to developing countries. She completed a Bachelor 
of Arts (European studies) and a Master of Science (political science – EU external 
relations) at the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Her main research interests 
are national, EU and international climate change mitigation, adaptation and 
technology transfer policies.   

 
 

Confronting the ‘jaws of death’ in water resource management    
 
(Chair: Dr Tim Rayner, University of East Anglia, UK) 
 
 

Dr Nicolas Jager (University of Oldenburg, Germany) 
 
Dr Nicolas Jager, Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg, is a post-doctoral researcher at the  
Department of Ecological Economics at Carl von Ossietzky University, Oldenburg and an associate junior 
fellow of the Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg Institute of Advanced Studies in Delmenhorst, Germany. In his work, 
he centres on issues of environmental and sustainability governance, public participation, institutional change 
and policy failure and decline. His studies span a variety of regions in Europe and beyond, and cover diverse 
issues such as water, biodiversity, agriculture, or energy, and the nexus between these. In his current work, 
he assesses in what ways policy systems are subject to lock-ins preventing them from further climate 
adaptation activities. 
 
 

Ian Barker (Water Policy International Ltd, UK) 
 
 
Ian Barker is Managing Director of Water Policy International Ltd, an independent 
consultancy advising on water management, regulation, policy and governance.   
He is also Vice-President Environment and Director at the Institute of Water; a 
Director and Honorary Fellow of the Society for the Environment; a Director of the 
Water Industry Forum and a Visiting Professor at the University of Exeter Centre 
for Water Systems.  Ian has over 35 years’ experience in the water sector, 
including overall responsibility at the Environment Agency for water planning, 
regulation and management, and also fisheries, biodiversity and land 
management, across England and Wales.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Prof Richard Meissner (University of South Africa) 
 
 
 
Richard Meissner is an Associate Professor at the University of South Africa’s 
(UNISA) Department of Political Sciences. Before joining UNISA he was a Senior 
Researcher at the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research’s (CSIR) Water 
Centre between 2010 and 2021. He holds a Doctoral degree in International Politics 
from the University of Pretoria. Richard specialises in a number of study areas ranging 
from water security at local government level to the analysis of transboundary river 
basin governance and politics. His research focuses on the complexities and 
interactions between and among non-state actors, international organisations, and 
state/government organsisations. 
 
 

 
 
 

Introduction to our speakers: Day 2 
 
 

Prof Dave Huitema (Open University of the Netherlands) 
 
(Welcome address: Day 2) 
 
Dr Dave Huitema is Full Professor at the Faculty of Science of the Netherlands 
Open University and Associate Professor at VU University Amsterdam. He 
specialises in Public Policy and Public Administration (PhD degree from Twente, 
2002). Huitema is interested in environmental governance, and focuses on water 
and climate change specifically. His research interests include adaptive co-
management, policy innovation, change and learning, public participation, 
science-policy interactions, and policy instruments. Huitema is Coordinator of the 
Marie Curie Intensive Training Network NEWAVE (Next Water Governance), 
served four years as Vice-Chair of the highly prestigious COST Action INOGOV 
(Innovations in Climate Governance), and has played lead roles in the past in a 
number of large-scale research efforts funded by the European Union 
(Responses, LiveDiverse, ADAM, NeWater, Euwareness) and the Dutch 
Government (Knowledge for Climate, Living with Water). He has research 
experience in a range of countries, including Canada, the USA, the UK, Poland, Spain, Costa Rica, South 
Africa, and Vietnam. Huitema is author and (co-editor) of several books and many peer-reviewed articles on 
issues related to environmental governance. He is recipient of the Lasswell Award for best article in the 
journal Policy Sciences (2012), the Van Poelje prize for the best Dutch publication in the field of Public 
Administration (2004). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Human Health under Extremes 
 
(Chair: Dr Lisanne Groen, Open University of the Netherlands) 
 
 

Julie King (University of Oldenburg, Germany) 
 

 
 
Julie P. King, M.A., is a doctoral researcher at the Department of Ecological 
Economics at Carl von Ossietzky University, Oldenburg. Her research focuses on 
climate change adaptation policy at the state level in Germany. Within this context, 
her dissertation focuses on the adaptation deficit in certain problem domains and 
regions. Julie has a Master’s Degree in Sustainability Economics and Management 
and has worked at regional development organisation in the northwest of Germany. 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr Angela Oels (Hamburg University, Germany) 
 
Dr. Angela Oels is senior lecturer in International Relations in the Department of 
Social Sciences at Hamburg University, Germany. From April 1st Angela will 
become a full professor in political science with a specialisation in climate politics 
at the University of Augsburg, Germany.  She holds a PhD in environmental 
sciences from the University of East Anglia, England and a habilitation in political 
science from Hamburg University, Germany. Besides teaching at various German 
universities, Angela spent one year as visiting professor at Lund University, 
Sweden (2015-2016) and three years as assistant professor at the Open University 
of the Netherlands (2016-2019). On April 1st, Angela will be appointed full 
professor in political science with a specialisation in climate politics at the newly 
founded Centre for Climate Resilience at Augsburg University, Germany. Angela 
is a discourse scholar and investigates the politics of mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change from the local to the global level. She investigates the role 
participatory processes on the one hand and digitalisation on the other can play for 
transformative change towards sustainability. 
 
 

Madeleen Helmer (Project leader Heat Adaptation, Dutch Climate Alliance) 
 
Madeleen Helmer has been working on climate adaptation since 1997 and was the founder of the 
International Red Cross Climate Centre in 2002. She was the initiator of the Netherlands heat action plan in 
2005 and advised on the European Adaptation Strategy (2013). Since 2014 she works with the Dutch Climate 
Alliance focussing on heat adaptation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Addressing the Nature Crisis - Adapting for nature and adapting with nature 
 
(Chair: Dr Jean Hugé, Open University of the Netherlands) 
 
 

Professor Dr. E. Carina H. Keskitalo (Umeå University, Sweden) 
 
Keskitalo is Professor of Political Science at Umeå University, Sweden, and has published widely on 
environmental policy, in particular climate change adaptation and northern intergovernmental cooperation. 
 
 

 ir. LL Bertram de Rooij, MSc, Senior Researcher at Wageningen Environmental 
Research 
 
Considering almost all societal challenges come together in the same spatial context, the landscape, working 
together on creating enabling environments at different scales is at the heart of the focus and approach of 
Bertram de Rooij. As he landscape architect and senior researcher he connects common understanding, 
building bridges and envisioning inspiring and integrative futures. Working together on vibrant and resilient 
landscapes. Connecting, innovating and inspiring; creating common understanding, building bridges and 
visualizing envisioned futures. In over 20 years as a landscape architect in consultancy, government and 
research, he has worked on a broad variety of assignments, from different angles but always linking strategy 
and implementation opportunities. Currently, he is fully involved in strategizing food futures and resilient 
landscapes, on a conceptual level as well as grassroot. He is one of the co-authors of the Netherlands in 
2120 -which currently still sets the scene in the Netherlands since its publication in 2019.  


